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Hiscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 


ON PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 


Among the common place subjects upon which christians coaverse, 
the shortness of time the uncertainty of life, the certainty of death, 
and the necessity orm continual preparation, share no inconsidera- 
ble part. ’Tis true, the subject is a profitable one, and one, too, 
upon which each should enter with deep interest: for it is our life, 
our all. But alas! does not this topic oftentimes come up as a mat- 
ter of course, rather than as a matter of moment ? How important 
that Christians should consider well their latter end, and meditate 
the day of their death, as becometh creatures of a day ! 

‘* The time is short :’’—the time to repent—to believe—to secure 
pardon and reconciliation, and to live to God on earth. Life is pre- 
cious. One is removed after a protracted illness. Another of a short 
indisposition. And how many are summoned into the presence of 
God, prepared or unprepared, upon a moment’s warning! Surely, 
‘* it is appointed unto men once to die.’’ Die, whether he will or 
not, he must. The young, the old—all must die. ‘* And after death 
cometh the judgment.” Who is ready, who not, to take his exit ? 
Soon, I must leave all below. Not long, and you will be numbered 
with the dead. Solemn consideration! When the chilling grasp of 
death shall benumb life’s vital flood, when terrene objects and earth- 
Jy scenes shall recede from my view, and the realities of another 
world shall burst upon my vision, shall I not need a friend to stand 
by and uphold me amidst dissolving nature ? And who shall that 
friend be ? My father, my mother ? They cannot help. No earthly 
relative can assuage the dying strife. ’Tis Jesus. Let Christ be my 
‘rod and staff’? then. Then! But is Christ my Friend and portion 
now? I profess to love him. I am numbered among his sheep. T° 
have a name and place at his table. But what are these ? The sha- 
dow without the substance, if I have nothing more. And Jesus is 
not my friend; and I am yet his enemy. But do I differ from the 
hypocrite and unbeliever? Have I been ‘* born again?’ Am I in 
the King’s high way of holiness, and do I know that | am the Lord's, 
washed, justified, sanctified ? Yes. ‘| know that if my earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, I have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.’’ And where is the 
professor of religion who doe’ not exclaim, “ to die is gain’”— 
have “a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.” 
C. Herarp. No. 230. 17 
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To such as cannot adopt this language, whether professors of re- 
ligion or not, let the Pilgrim say, retire to some sequestered spot— 
take the Bible for thy companion—search it—look into thy heart— 
thy life—look up to God, for the cause of thy not being on Pisgah’s 
top, and ready, nay, desirous to depart to behold the glories in re- 
version for the people of God. Do you ask, why ? It is your bless- 
ed privilege. It will give you rich foretastes of heaven and endless 
felicity. God requires it at your hands : and it is the happy expe- 
rience of A PILGRIM. 


_-—_-— 


For the Christian Herald. 


PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. X. 


Sixth letler from Senex, to hts ae 

My pear Davchrer—Notwithstanding what I said in a former let- 
ter against permitting your children to be out at late hours, I am 
far from wishing you to impose upon them unreasonable restraints. 
Those who have arrived at a proper age, should not be prohibited 
suitable visits to their friends, and an attendance upon religious meet- 
ings, and regular schools, either for literary or moral improvement, 
provided they conduct in a becoming manner, and return home in 
season to attend the religious worship of the family. 

It is expedient, ordinarily, that such meetings should be closed at 
an early hour. ‘‘ Order is Heaven’s first law.”” One duty ought not 
to crowd out another. It tends very much to frustrate a great de- 
sign of family devotion, to have the children and servants absent, 
unless in cases of absolute necessity. I would, therefore, advise 
that your children be required to return from every meeting which 
they attend as soon as it 1s closed. 

There are persons whose conduct merits no particular censure, 
during the hours appropriated either to religious worship, or litera- 
ry improvement, who spend the moments immediately before and 
after, not only in dissipating their own thoughts, but in doing all 
within their power to dissipate the thoughts of others. Besides the 
great external impropriety of this practice, it is equally at war with 
improvement of the mind and of the heart. Children should be 
early taught, that if they wish to acquire a knowledge of any sci- 
ence, they must cultivate a habit of close attention ; and, above all, 
if they wish to acquire a knowledge of divine truth, and treat their 
Maker with the reverence due to His sacred character, they must 
never indulge in levity and trifling conversation, in any place which 
is chosen for His worship. The more you instil these sentiments 
into the minds of your offspring, the less will they be likely to im- 
bibe immoral sentiments, and contract bad habits. 

l am happy to hear that your eldest daughter is now attending a 
singing-school. It is never wise to deprive children of any rational 
enjoyment of any thing calculated to fit them for the service either 
of God, or man. I view music, whether yocal or instrumental, not 
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only as an innocent amusement, but asa great accomplishment.* In 
the social circle, and in the public concert, it has a charm to which 
no person of feeling and taste can be insensible. Those who ex- 
cel, receive unqualified applause. But as moral beings, this faculty 
should be cultivated from higher and nobler motives. We are re- 
quired to sing the praises of the Lord, as a part of religious worship. 
The sweet singer in Israel says: ‘*O, come let us sing unto the 
Lord: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation. Let 
us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful 
noise with Psalms.”” This is something more than barely to repeat 
in his presence solemn words. It respects both the voice and the 
heart. The voice is to be so modulated as to make music in a re- 
gular and harmonious manner. As singing depends upon philosophi- 
cal principles, it is reduced to exact rules, which should be care- 
fully studied. It is truly wonderful, that there can be so great a 
variety of expression. Some persons display much judgment, and 
great taste in the composition of music. One writer observes : 
*“* Though every possible position of the notes appears to have been 
long since employed, still a creative fancy can evince that melody 
is not exhausted, and that an ample field is left to real genius, for 
new evolutions of harmonious and original character of air.” 

The human organs are so constructed, that in singing, they easily 
put the air in motion, upon which all sounds entirely depend. Some 
persons do this in a manner peculiarly melodious. Such, by con- 
stant practice, and proper attention to the rules of singing, under a 
skilful teacher, may, in time, become proficients. 

But what, my daughter, is the voice, to the heart? What isa 
pleasant sound, compared with singing unto the Lord? with making 
w joyful noise unto the Rock of our salvation ? 

Those who are most thoughtless may have melodious voices, un- 
derstand the rules of music, and repeat words of great solemnity, 
with much apparent zeal: they may, indeed, express their own 
depravity, and the power and grace of God, in the most striking lan- 
guage, and, after all, be only as ‘‘ sounding brass or a tinkling cym- 
bal.” They may, with apparent humility, sing the following words : 


*¢ Show pity, Lord, O Lord forgive, 

«¢ Let a repenting rebed live : 

“ Are not thy mercies large and frec ? 
‘¢ May not a sinner trust in thee ?” 


“¢ My crimes are great, but don’t surpass 
“ The power and glory of thy grace: 
«« Great God! thy nature hath no bound, 
‘< So let thy pard’ning love be found.” 


‘© Qh! wash my soul from every sin, 

«¢ And make my guilty conscience clean : 
“« Here, on my heart, the burden lies, 

‘* And past offences pain mine eyes.” 


“It is much to be regretted, that meetings for the improvement of sacred mu- 
sic should so frequently become parties of idle conver®ation ; thus subverting the 
very object for which they were professedly designed. 
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They may, likewise, sing in adoration, 


‘* Almighty Power, to thee we bow; 

‘¢ How frail are we! how glorious thou! 
“¢ No more the sons of earth shall dare 
*¢ With the eternal God compare.” 


They may, indeed, change the air, and with apparent rapture, 
add: 





‘* Who shall the Lord’s elect condemn ? 
“Tis God that justifies their souls ; 
‘¢ And mercy, like a mighty stream, 
«¢ O’er all their sins divinely rolls.” 


‘¢ Who shall adjudge the saints to hell, 
‘¢’'Tis Christ that suffered in their stead—~ 
* He lives! he lives! and sits above, 
** For ever interceding there.” 


«¢ Who shall divide us from his love, 


*¢ Or what shall tempt us to despair ?”’ 
* * * * al - * 


* * R @ * * * 
‘¢ Not all that men on earth can do, 
«¢ Nor pow’rs on high, nor pow’rs below, 
‘¢ Shall cause his mercy to remove, 
“‘ Or wean our hearts from Christ our love !” 

All this a parrot might do! But your children, my daughter, pos- 
sessed as they are of rational and immortal souls, are capable of | 
something more noble. They are under the highest obfhigations [ 
to do more. 

Harmonious sounds may please the ear, and the repetition of so- 
lemn words may, with many, pass for religious worship. But they 
cannot thus pass with Him who searcheth the heart. Unto the 
wicked He saith, ‘* What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or 
that thou shouldst take my covenant into thy mouth ? Seeing thou 
hatest instruction, and casteth my words bebind thee.” ‘* The sa- 
crifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, 
O, God, thou wilt not despise.” 

The Lord, certainly, is worthy to be praised. Both parents and 
children are under infinite obligations to praise him as their crea- 
tor and benefactor ; and to adore him for what he is, by reason of 
the infinite perfections of his nature. Each one should adopt the 
language of the Psalmist: ‘‘ Lord, thy hands have made me and 
fashioned me—I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous 
are thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well.” 

Your children ought not only to know that the Lord is their ma- 
ker, but their preserver and benefactor. They ought to say from 
the heart, ‘‘ The Lord upholdeth me with his hand.””—*+ His paths 
drop fatness. They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness, and 
the little hills rejoice on every side.” ‘* Every good, and every 
perfect gift cometh down from above.” 

To all, whether parents or children, who are the subjects of di- 
vine bounty, in whatever channel it flows, the Psalmist saith: ‘O, 
give thanks unto the ord; call upon his name: make known his 
deeds among the people. Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: 
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talk ye of all his wondrous works. Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 
praise.” 

Singing may be used, either as an expression of joy or sorrow. 
Funeral elegies bave been common in all ages. After the death of 
Josiah, a pious king in Israel, ** Jeremiab, and all the singing men, 
and singing women, spake of him in their lamentations.”’ 

After the wonderful destruction of the Egyptians in the Red Sea, 
Moses and the Israelites sang this song: ** The Lord bath triumph- 
ed gloriously ; the horse and his rider bath he thrown into the sea.” 
And when Sisera, the captain of the host of Jabin, king of Canaan, 
lay dead, Deborah and Barak sang: ‘ Praise ye the Lord for the 
avenging of Israel, when the people willingly offered themselves.” 
Singing men and singing women were common in the Jewish church. 
Ezra mentions two hundred : Nehemiah two hundred and forty-five. 

The Jews not only often sang the praises of God, but they prais- 
ed him with various kinds of instruments—with the psaltery and 
harp, the timbrel and organ—with stringed instruments, and high 
sounding cymbals. 

In some of their songs, the same words were freqently repeated. 
Thus, in the hundred thirty-sixth psalm, the expression, ‘* For his 


- & mercy endureth for ever,” is found twenty-six times, i.e. at the 
f close of every line. 
s Es It is worthy of notice, that not only Moses, Deborah, Barak, Da- 
vid, and many other eminent persons formerly praised God with a 
. sacred song ; but, that when the angel appeared to the shepherds 
y & at our Saviour’s birth,—*‘ suddenly there was with him a multitude 
e E of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
r & highest, and ongearth peace, good will toward men.” 
uo § Even the Saviour himself, while on earth with his disciples, at 
o= fi the institution of the sacramental supper, sung a hymn. Singing 
7 the praises of God does not seem to be confined to this lower world : 
something similar to it takes place in heaven. Even * the ran- 
d somed of the Lord,” from among our apostate race, ‘* shall return, 
- and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : 
f F they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
e © away.”” They will, ina way now unknown to us, unite with those 
ag around the throne, in singing ‘‘ the song of Moses the servant of 
is God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are 


thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou 
.- King of saints.” 








n - J remain, as ever, my dear daughter. 
s FF YOUR AFFECTIONATE PARENT. 
d 
y 
OATHS. 

- To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 

? a 2 : 
is § Sir,—Havyng had occasion lately to attend one of our Courts of 


Law, | observéd, with sorrew, the trifling manner in many, and the 


, 134 Oatis. 


apparent want of religious solemnity in ‘mostly all, in taking upon 
themselves the oath of God ; particularly witnesses, sworn to de- 
clare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, between 
man and man. As I do not recollect of ever seeing the subject of 
the oath discussed, in your useful Herald, permit me to drop a few 
hints on this important subject, to induce abler pens to give it that 
deliberate investigation the subject merits ; and if I shall stir up 
their pure minds by way of remembrance to this duty, I shall be 
heartily gratified. 

The Oath, is an act of religious worship, wherein God is solemn- 
ly invoked, or called upon as a witness, for the confirmation of some 
matter in doubt: because there is, or ought to be in every formal 
oath, a solemn invocation of the name of God. ‘‘ Thou shalt fear 
the Lord thy God,” “ and shalt swear by his name.” Deut. vi. 153. 

It imports, that we acknowledge him to be the infallible searcher 
of our hearts: the powerful avenger of all perjury and falsehood : 
and at the same time to be infinitely superior tous: ‘‘ for men 
verily swear by the greater.’”’ Heb. vi. 16. It is for the confirma- 
tion of the truth formerly doubtful ; and for terminating strife among 
men. ‘* An oath for confirmation is to them an end of all strife. Heb. 
vi. 16. 

As the oath, then, is an act of Divine worship, we must have re- 
course to the unerring standard for the manner in which it is to be 
performed, and here we find the uplifting of the hand to be the pro- 
per form, as appears from Gen. xiv. 22. ‘* And Abraham said, | have 
lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God.” 

In Dan. xii. 7, it is said, ‘*‘ The man held up his right hand, and 
his left hand toward heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever 
and ever.” And Rev. x. 5, 6. ‘* And the Angel which I saw stand 
upon the Sea, and upon the Earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and 
sware by him that liveth for ever and ever.”” From these passages 
it appears, that swearing by God, with hand uplifted, is the proper 
manner for Bible believers. The common practice of kissing the 
Book, is evidently superstitious, if not idolatrous ; borrowed by the 
papists from the heathens, who worshipped their idols in this man- 
ner. ‘* My heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath 
kissed my hand.”’ Job. xxxi. 27. ‘‘ They say of them, let the men 
that sacrifice kiss the calves.’’ Hosea, xiii. 2. 

The common practice of kissing the book has so little solemnity 
about it, that it appears a mere matter of course, involving no prin- 
ciple or responsibility whatever. To this may be owing in some 
degree, the frequency of perjury in our land: the cpnsciences of 
men, by this practice, become seared as with a hot iron, and gra- 
dually it becomes as easy to swear falsely, or give the truth a false 
colouring, as it is to rehearse a common tale of the day. As this is 
a day famous for the diffusion of Christian principles, by all the means 
in the power of Christian philanthropists ; and as it is the speediest 
way of instructing the mind by holding up one truth at a time, in 
the clearest way possible, so | hope that this subjeg¢ will have a 
share of attention bestowed upon it: to me it appears entirely un- 
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becoming a community professing Christianity, to follow the cus- 
toms of the pagan world ; and for protestants to practice upon the 
old exploded customs of popery. | hope this subject will be han- 
dled by a master’s pen, upon scriptural grounds, and also to be a 
complete victory of truth over error. 

Yours &c. R. K. 








For the Christian Herald. 


DEFERENCE TO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


A little girl of the West, ever attentive to the instructions of those 
who loved her, was one day told that God created man out of the 
dust of the ground. To this she assented. Again she was told that 
the woman was formed from a rib of the man. ‘“ My father,"’ said 
she, ‘‘ how can this be ? What! a rib be taken from the side of 
Adam to form his wife Eve? How can I believe it?’ ** My child,” 
replied the father, ‘ the Bible says so.’’ ‘1 will doubt no more. 
I believe it: for the Bible is true,”’ rejoined the little girl. 

When we think, when we assert, when we act, should not our 
inquiry be ‘What saith the Scriptures.” J. B. T- 


EUTYCHUS. 


The Rev. Mr. Jowett, in his ‘“* Christian Researches,’ mention- 
ing in his visit to the Greek Christians at Haivali, the form of their 
houses, says, that their chief room is in an upper or third story. 
‘* The room,” he describes as ‘* higher and larger than those below ; 
it has two projecting windows, and the whole floor is so much extend- 
ed in front beyond the lower part of the building, that the project- 
ing windows considerably overhang the street. In such an upper 
room, secluded, spacious, and commodious, St. Paul was invited to 
preach his parting discourse. The divan, or raised seat, with mats 
or cushions, encircles the interior of each projecting window ; and 
I have remarked that when company is numerous, they sometimes 
place large cushions behind the company seated on the divan; so 
that a second tier of company, with their feet upon the seat of the 
divan, are sitting behind, higher than the front row. Eutychus, thus 
sitting, would be at once level with the open window, and being 
overcome with sleep, he could easily fall out from the third loft ot 
the house into the street ; and be almost certain, from such a height, 
to lose his life. Thither St. Paul went down and comforted the 
alarmed company, by bringing up Eutychus alive.”’ , 

It is noted that ‘‘ there were many lights in the upper chamber.” 
The very great plenty of oil in this neighbourhood would enable 
them to afford many lamps : the heat of these, and so much compa- 
ny, would cause the drowsiness of Eutychus at that late hour, und 
be the occasion, likewise, of the windows being open.” 











Review of Mr. Faber’s Sermon. 


Review. 


The conversion of the Jews to the Faith of Christ, the true medium of 
the conversion of the gentile world.—A sermon preached before the 
London Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, April, 
1822, by the Rev. Georce Srantey Faser, B. D. Rector of fun 

@ Newton. 


(Concluded from page 113.) 


Mr. Faber seems fully to have anticipated the discouraging aspect 
of his interpretation of prophecy, toward the efforts now so zealous- 
ly prosecuting in the cause of missions. 


“ Here, however, says he, a question very naturally arises, to which it 
is of no small importance to afford a satisfactory answer. 

“If the great unreclaimed mass of the Gentiles is to be brought into the 
Church by the converted Jews, if the epoch of their being thus brought is 
specially fixed to the last ages, and if the Jews themselves are to go forth 
a3 missionaries immediately, or at least very shortly after their own con- 
version, then it is clear that the Jews also themselves will not be converted, 
until we shall have very closely approached the confines of the last 
ages: and, if the Jews themselves, therefore, will not be converted until 
the appointed time shall arrive, where is the utility of labouring te bring’ 
about an event, unless we have some good reason to believe that the 
appointed time of its accomplishment is near at hand ? 

To this, or to some such obvious question, it has frequently been answer- 
ed, that we know not the times and the seasons; that it is our duty to 
labour and to leave the result in God’s hand ; and that, if only a handful 
of converts be obtained, it is a sufficient recompense for every exertion. 

There may be some truth in such a reply: but, however we may theo- 
retically assent to certain of the positions contained in it, I doubt whether 
in practice it will not greatly tend to slacken our efforts ; for it is not in our 
nature to work heartily, if we have but a very faint, or uncertain, or trifling 
prospect of success. Wherever this is the case, let it be right, or let it be 
wrong, still, so far as regards simple matter of fact, we are all inclined to 
turn our exertions from a less promising to a more promising field ; and I 
think it far from clear, whether such an answer be not one of the most pre- 
judicial to the cause of Jewish missions that could have been devised. But 
however this may be, the answer, in the present day at least, is happily 
quite wide of the mark : the real and proper answer to the question is, that 
we have full reason to hope for success in the national conversion of the 
Jews, because the appointed time of its accomplishment is near at hand, so 
near in truth as to be, comparatively at least, at our very doors.” 


This is his second great point, and he endeavours to establish it, 
as in the former case, by a direct appeal to Scripture. 

The first position he takes is this—that the period of the Jewish 
restoration is not left indefinite in prophecy, but is ascertained with 
a degree of distinctness, which leaves no doubt as to its general place 
in the series of the world’s history, though without enabling the in- 
quirer to determine beforehand the precise year in which it shall 
take place. It-is foretold in the same manner as the return from 
Babylon and the coming of Christ were foretold ; viz. by giving a0 
exact number of years, after which it is to happen, but leaving some 





it 


is 
th 


st 


til 


t, 


h 
th 


Ne 
il 


aD 
€ 





Review of Mr. Faber’s Sermon. 137 


uncertainty as to the precise point of time when those years must 
begin to be reckoned. ‘The 70 years and the 70 weeks were each 
a definite period ; but the starting point in reckoning them was spo- 
ken of in such a manner, that it might be placed a few (and but a 
few) years earlier or a few years later. The period of time at the 
end of which the Jews are to be restored, Mr. Faber thinks to be 
that famous one of 1260 years, ‘‘ or forty-two months,” or three 
times and a half, which in Daniel and John’s prophecies is assigned 
for the duration of the dominion of Antichrist. He founds this opin- 
ion on the words of Daniel, comparing the Ist with the 7th verses 
of the 12th chapter, in the first of which passages it is declared that 
at the end of certain great troubles, there mentioned, ‘* thy people 
(i. e. Daniel’s) shall be delivered.”’ And in the latter it is said that 
the time to the end of those wonders shall be, ‘‘ a time, times and 
an half,’ and ‘“* when he shall have accomplished (or ended) to 
scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall be finish- 
ed.” He rejects the application of this prophecy to the Waldenses, 
Albigenses, and other suffering Christians ; and maintains, we think 
justly, that it pertains to the Jews. 

In confirmation, he quotes the words of our Lord, that the Jews 
‘shall be led away captive into all nations,’’ and that ‘‘ Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles tl/ the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled.” By the times of the Gentiles Mr. Faber endeavours 
(but we think not very successfully) to show is meant this period 
of three times and a half. Take his own words— 


“ Our Lord assures us, that the Jews ‘ shall be led away captive into all 
nations, and that Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.* Here a fixed term is assigned for 
the end of the captivity or dispersion of Judah, and that fixed term is the 
expiration of the times of the Gentiles. What, then, are these times of 
the Gentiles ; and to what does our Lord refer, when he thus speaks of 
them? He refers, I think, plainly enough to the very passage in Daniel 
which we have been considering ; for such an expression as the limes of the 
Gentiles is not to be deemed a mere arbitrary and accidental phrase ; a 
“nea then first employed ; a phrase wholly indefinite ; a phrase which 
las no relation to more ancient prophecies. Accordingly, ‘ the —— 
of Judah among all nations,’ foretold by our Lord,,corresponds with ‘the 
scattering of the holy people,’ mentioned by Daniel: and the mighty revo- 
lutions in the course of which the captivity of Judah is to be turned, as an- 
nounced in the prophecy of Christ, answer to the toe! of unezampled 
trouble during which the people of Daniel is to be delivered, as predicted in 
the oracie of the Hebrew seer. Such being the case, the times of the Gen- 
tiles, as Mede long since rightly pronounced, are the same period as the 
three times and a half: unless, indeed, what however will make no dif- 
ference in regard to termination, we may rather choose to identify them 
with that integral term of seven times, the latter moiety of which is the 
celebrated three times and a half of Daniel and St. John, and the complete 
duration of which measures the chronological length of the four great Gen- 
tile empires, when computed from the birth of Nebuchadnezzar the head 
of gold.{ Hence it follows, that our Lord, thus confirming and explain- 

* Luke, xxi. 23, 24. + Compare Luke, xxi. 25—27, with Dan. xii. 1--7. 

} The period of seven times is the root of the well known three times and ahalf. The measure 


of these seven times is the great metalic image. See Dan. ii. 
C. Herarp, No. 230. 18 
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ing the’ oracle of Daniel, similarly declares, that the captivity or scatter- 
ing of Judah shall come to an end when the three times and a half shall 
expire.” pp. 20, 21. 


Taking it for granted that Christ refers to Daniel, he next un- 
derstands Paul, (Rom. xi. 25) to refer in like manner to Christ, 
when the apostle declares that ‘* blindness in part is happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles be come.” This passage, 
he says, does not mean ‘ until the whole number or great mass of the 
Gentiles be brought into the church,’ but, until that period, which 
is called the fulness of the Gentiles, (viz. the end of the 1260 
years) be come. This, however, looks rather like begging the ques- 
tion than proving it. 

For 1. The original text does not say “‘ be come,”’ but “‘ be come in.” 
Its words are 2xeis of +o ranger tau ray ciciady (not ¢r$¥.) a form 
of expression which does not seem very appropriate to the above 
interpretation. If it was, why did Mr. F. alter it in his quotation ? 
And 2. To distinguish an epoch in which few of the Gentiles are 
converted, in which no national conversion of them has happened, 
nor is to happen until a subsequent period, not defined, to call such 
an epoch “‘ the fulness of the Gentiles,”’ appears to be a strange appli- 
cation of language. The period of the Jewish restoration might, in 
a sense, be called “ the fulness of the Jews :’’ but the Gentiles are 
not to be converted, according to Mr. F. until after this, until the 
restored Jews shall have gone forth from Jerusalem into all lands : 
how then is the period of their restoration “ the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles?” If it be said that the phrase does not mean that precise 
epoch, but (like our Lord’s expression, ‘ the times of the Gentiles.”’) 
refers to the whole period of 1260 years béfore it ; we answer, 
this makes the matter worse, and the inappropriateness of the lan- 
guage still greater; for according to Mr. F’s own showing, in this 
whole period, no conversions of the Gentiles at all are to happen, 
or none worth considering. In what sense can the elapsing of such 
a period be called ‘‘ the coming in of the fulness of the Gentiles ?” 

Mr. Faber considers this point, however, as sufficiently establish- 
ed, and goes on next to inquire when the 1260 years are to be un- 
derstood as ending—1200 of them are certainly expired—for it is 
‘at least that long since we find, *‘a corrupt ecclesiastical power 
which in every respect answers to the symbol whose antitype is des- 
tined to reign tyrannically in the Church through a period of three 
times and a half, established in its apostolic state on the far famed 
seven hills of the imperial city.” It follows, that the end of the 
period cannot be far distant. But as the precise time when this 
power arose may plainly enough be assigned to several different 
epochs, not very distant from each other, we cannot determine 
with precision, in what year the period of its duration is to end. 

Having arrived at this conclusion, by the application of what he 
denominates ‘‘ arithmetical prophecy,” Mr. F. goes on farther to 
show that it is ‘‘ confirmed alike by chronological prophecy, and by 
the singularly corresponding signs of the times.”’ Without enter- 
ing here into any detail of scriptural argument, Mr. F. merely noti- 
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ces, that only two leading events remain unfilled of those which 
are to happen within the 1260 years, before referred to—these 
are, 1. the subversion of the Ottoman power, and, 2. the revival of 
the now defunct Roman empire, under its last form of government. 
The first of these marks the commencing effusion of the first vial in 
the Apocalypse—the second is to happen while that vial is in ope- 
ration—with the seventh vial the restoration of Judah will commence. 
Of the signs of the times, though of a political character, are not 
touched upon : in a sermon, this perhaps, would have scarcely been 
proper, though they certainly belong to the subject, and enter into 
the proof of the position taken. Two other facts, however, are 
brought forward, and they are weighty ones. The first is the awa- 
kened sympathy of Christendom toward the miseries of outcast Is- 
rael. ‘The second is the change of mind in the Jews themselves, 
evinced in their willingness to listen and to inquire on the general 
topics of Christianity. Both these facts are unquestionably true ; 
they are wholly unprecedented, and they certainly have an impor- 
tant bearing on the purpose of this sermon, which is to show that 
the conversion of Israel ‘is near at hand, so near, in truth, as to 
be, comparatively at least, at our very doors.” 

a If asked, as before, whether this position has been established ? 
we reply, that in our judgment, the words of Daniel go far towards 
proving it; that those of our Saviour add nothing to that proof ; 
and that the words of Paul, so far as they bear on the subject, look 
rather the other way. Upon the whole, we think.it probable, that 
the general conversion of the Jews is not very far distant, and may 
be attempted with increasing hope of success. 


























Luntelligeuce. 


ANNIVERSARIES IN LONDON IN 1823. 









WESLEYAN MISSIONS. 






After the usual preparatory sermons, which were this year preached by 
Dr. Clarke, Rev. W. Jay, of Bath, and Mr. R. Wood; and after the 
Annual Meeting of the London District Auxiliary, on Monday, May 5th, 
was held the Annual Meeting of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, at the 
City Road Chapel, J. Butterworth, Esq. M. P. in the Chair, when the 
chapel was crowded, as usual, at an early hour. Soon after eleven o’clock 
the Chairman opened the Meeting by a short introductory address, where- 
in he congratulated the Meeting on the favourable circumstances under 
which they again met; and at the same time lamented the many millions 
of heathen that were still “ sitting in darkness and the shadow of death,” 
whose circumstances, and, in some cases, their earnest wishes, called for 
Christian benevolence to be still farther extended; and he (Mr. B.) re- 
marked on the advantages which this country possessed from her navy 
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and her commerce, to carry the gospel “ from sea to sea, and from shore 
to shore.” 

The Report was then read by the Rev. Mr. Watson, (one of the Se- 
cretaries,) and contained, as usual, a circuit through all their missionary 
stations. Beginning with Europe, it remarked that the Scriptures had 
been happily introduced into Spain from our, garrison at Gibral- 
tar, where a good work appears to be carrying on, as also in Malta. No 
recent intelligence had been received from continental India, but the 
prospects in Ceylon are very encouraging. At New Zealand, circum- 
stances have been very unfavourable, owing to the late war; but letters 
up to November last, state that the missionaries are in safety, and enjoy 
free access to the heathen natives. Van Diemen’s land requires the 
greatest number of missionaries, partly on account of the mass of wicked- 
ness exported from this country thither. The Keport noticed the progress 
of missions in West and South Africa, the latter groaning under slavery ; 
as well as the West India Islands, where the readiness of the poor negroes 
to receive the gospel calls for more assistance. ‘The Report proceeded 
to a statement of accounts, the total receipts being about $142,000, and 
the balance remaining due to the Treasurers upwards of $12,000. It 
concludes with rendering thanks to God for his blessing upon their labours, 
and confidently relying on the assistance and support of all who Jove and 
fear him. The sum of $5,146 was received at the Annual Meeting. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tvespay, May 6th, was held at Freemasons’ Hall, the 23d Anniver- 
sary of this Society, before an elegant and crowded audience, which filled 
every part of the room, the galleries included. 

Admiral Lord Gambier having taken the (hair, surrounded with a con- 
siderable portion of the nobility, gentry, and clergy, proceeded to the bu- 
siness of the day by a few introductory remarks. ‘They were met, he said, 
for one of the most useful, glorious, and delightful objects which could 
possibly bring them together. They ought to rejoice in the Lord God of 
their salvation, that by his mercy they were enabled thus to meet. Let 
them lift up their hearts devoutly in prayer, and magnify the Lord our 
God for it, every day and hour giving thanks to his holy name. He then 
adverted to the immediate objects of their meeting. It was an awful and 
a pleasing sight to see so many around him of the excellent of the earth— 
so many men of high rank and intellect. He knew their feelings must be 
as his were, wrapt in delight at the scene which surrounded them. But 
it was an awful consideration, that, since they last met, some millions of 
human souls had been removed into eternity, without the knowledge of 
the true God and*his Son Jesus Christ; and it was no less awful to reflect, 
that there still remained many millions of human beings who never knew 
the true God, and upon whom the light of the gospel had not beamed. 
What use ought they to make of these reflections? Why, every human 
being should immediately put forth his might to do all in his power for the 
diffusion of the glorious gospel among the heathen. That was the proper 
object of the meeting. When the angels announced to the shepherds the 











Church Missionary Society. 141 


birth of the Saviour, they were accompanied with a vast multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God. and singing, “ Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace—good will towards men !” his was the direction of 
their duty; but they needed not an angel from heaven, as in ancient 
times, to inform them of it. ‘They had it in the blessed gospel. Largely 
had they received, largely should they give. Let us renew, said he, our 
utmost endeavours to set forth to the miserable heathen the knowledge 
of that salvation, to effect which the Son of God came down upon the 
earth, and was made man, The noble ( hairman here prayed fervently 
for the enlarging of their hearts to accomplish the will of the Redeemer; 
and urged them to this task by all the means which God had given to them. 
The Rev. Secretary proceeded to read the Report, which stated the 
income of the year at about $155,000; being a little more than $4,500 
bes ond last year. The first thirteen years had averaged an income of 
$75,500. The last ten years averaged $106,600 a year! There were 
promising fields of labour opening in different countries, and not enough 
husbandmen for the work. Some thousands of zealous clergymen might 
be advantageously employed. ‘The ‘ ommittee had not beeffable to ap- 
point all who offered themselves, some wanting the necessary qualifica- 
tions. Of ninety Europeans whe had been accepted and sent out, twenty- 
two were Englishmen. ‘The Report then reviewed, seriatim, the condi- 
tion of the several missions ‘The first in order was that to the North 
West American, an object which seemed of great importance to the Com- 
mittee, and which had been strongly recommended by an able navigator, 
Captain Franklin, as the best means of fixing and civilizing the numerous 
tribes which rove the immense plains to the West of the United States. 
The next in consideration was the mission to the South Sea Islands; and 
the (‘ommittee had to acknowledge, with pain and deep regret, the dis- 
appointment which the Society had encountered there. They especially 
pointed attention to the conduct of the chief, (Shungee,) who had come 
over from New Zealand—was hospitably entertained and instructed by 
the Society, and furnished with ironmongery and other articles of conve- 
nience, all of which he exchanged. on the way home, for arms and amnm- 
nition to carry on his wars. ‘The mission to New South Wales was more 
happy, and occupied seventeen missionaries. ‘That to West Africa was 
now in a thriving state, though the difficulties were at one time so great 
as to induce the Society to fear that it must be given up A letter was 
read from Mr. Johnson, which conveyed the most encouraging tidings of 
it. Capt. Sabine visited the colony on his way home; remained there 
six weeks, and affirmed, that for the size of it, there was not so well order-” 
ed a community on the face of the earth as that of Sierra Leone. It is 
remarkable that the settlement was founded on the precepts contained in 
the word of God, and was governed almost without the aid of human 
laws. Superstition had taken its flight, and fraud and vice were almost 
unknown. An affecting instance was given by Mr. Johnson of their pri- 
mitive and simple manners. ‘Two young men approached the commu- 
nion talgle, and said, that they were afraid to receive the sacrament, as 
they had quarrelled, until they had made it up again. ‘This was soon ef- 
fected, as each accused himself of having done the wrong. A letter was 
read from Mr. Jowett, who inad obtained leave of the local government to 
establish a printing-press in Malta. ‘The Report went on to the Asiatic 
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missions, and the state of the Syriac church, which were afterwards touch- 
ed on by Major Mackworth. One of the most affecting parts of the Report 
was the letter of Miss Cooke. It will be recollected that this lady, with 
great shrewdness, observing how much the conversion of the Hindoos was 
hindered by the want of female education among them, generously re- 
solved on taking this task in hand herself. Neither the distance nor fatigue 
of the voyage, neither the burning sky, nor the parching winds, nor the 
scruples of mere worldly prudence, nor the strong barrier of Brahminical 
superstition, could repulse her. She seems actually to have conquered, or 
at least to have broken in upon their prejudices, which were considered 
so consecrated and secure by their age, that many English books have 
been written by philosophers to prove ghat the attempt never could suc- 
ceed. We regret that we have no room for farther notice of the Report, 
which will give great delight in reading. 

The Treasurer stated the accounts. 

The Right Rev. Bishop of Gloucester moved the adoption of the Re- 
port—reviggyed the encouraging facts which it contained, and urged them 
to persevere, looking to the aid of God’s Holy Spirit for their success. 
His Lordship was succeeded by Lord Calthorpe, Major Mackworth, Mr. 
Wilberforce, Sir G. Rose, Rev. W. Marsh, R. Daly, B. Woodd, &c. 
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SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE JEWS. 


Friday, May 9, a most numerous meeting of this Society took place at 
the Freemasons’ Hall, Sir T. Baring, Bart. in the chair. There were 
upwards of 500 ladies present, and the platform was crowded with cler- 
gymen and nobility 

The Chairman having stated the object of the meeting, observed, that 
there was something in the history of the persecutions of the Jewish peo- 
ple which most powerfully commanded the sympathies of those who felt 
for the spiritual welfare of their fellow-creatures. From the first institution 
of the Society, about 300 children of the Jews had been educated in the 
Christian faith, none of whom had, to the knowledge of the Society. ever 
returned to the errors of their forefathers. A good number of copies of 
the New Testament in the Hebrew language, and hundreds of thousands 
of tracts had been circulated wherever Jews could be found, throughout 

the continent, as well as in this kingdom; and the most cheering conse- 
quences arose from so vigorous a diffusion of true knowledge. ‘The Chair- 
man then called upon the meeting for their unremitting efforts in favour 
of the Institution, whose views embraced the interests of six millions of 
eople scattered over the face of the earth. 

The Rev. Basil Woodd (one of the Secretaries) eulogized the Society, 
and said it was almost time for the Gentiles to avail themselves of the op- 
portunity of making some amends for the frauds they had committed upon 
their Jewish brethren. The Rev. Gentleman also affectionately addressed 
the children: congratulated them on their admission to the Christian 
church; and admonished them not to neglect their privileges, but to pray 
for their benefactors, and the conversion of their nation. On this subject 
he read, and expounded as he -proceeded, part of the 61st and 62d chap- 
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ters of Isaiah; after which the children sung a hymn in the Hebrew, 
«¢ Unto us a child is born.” 

Rev. Mr. Hawtrey (another of the Secretaries) read the Report, which 
was long, and contained a great deal of intelligence transmitted by the 
missionaries from distant nations, as well as accounts of the branches 
which were shooting out in different parts of the kingdom from the pre- 
sent stock in London. The total amount of subscriptions for the last year 
was $48,552, (exceeding last year $1,050,) of which Ireland had con- 
tributed, notwithstanding the privations under which that country had 
recently laboured, no less than $6,450. Within the year, 8,824 copies 
of the Scriptures, in whole or part, (including above 3000 Testaments in 
Hebrew, German, &c.) had been issued, and no fewer than 74,000 
Tracts. An additional number of Missionaries were going out to Poland, 
where the efforts of the Society were strongly felt. In Holland a steady 
progress was making, notwithstanding many and peculiar difficulties 
which arose from the great dissatisfaction the Jews there felt at the state 
of their own religion. ‘The Report cited cases of infidelity cured by the 
means of the Society ; and one case of a thief who had been condemned 
to imprisonment in the House of Correction at V , converted without 
any persuasion from the clergyman, or prospect of advantage. The Jew 
was baptized- remained in prison until his offence was expiated, and was 
now in the service of a man who placed the most unbounded confidence 
in him. ‘The Report concluded with a call for increase of funds. 

The Bishop of Gloucester, in moving that the Report be received and 
printed, most powerfully advocated the cause. His Lordship alluded to 
the recent Anniversary of the Bible Society in that room, and remarked 
that the greater part of that holy book was written by and for the Jewish 
nation. ‘They were, he said, bound in gratitude to serve the Jews, who had 
suffered scorn and derision on their account in days long gone by, aud who 
had been left to perish, millions after millions; but they were bound to 
Him more especially who was the King of the Jews. The diffusion of 
Christian knowledge was now operating like a well-marshalled army ; the 
batteries were at play, the mines were springing, and recruits were from 
time to time coming into the Christian camp. 

Lord Calthorpe seconded the regolution; in doing which he took oc- 
casion to commend, in the strongest manner, the system of educating 
children upon their establishment. His Lordship commended their at- 
tempts for the conversion of the young, whose hearts were more open to 
instruction and conviction. 

Lord Besley declared, that not one of the great institutions of the 
country better deserved support than this. 

The motion was seconded by Lord Calthorpe. Lord Bexley, Dr. Pin- 
kerton, Sir G. Rose, and several other gentlemen and ministers addressed 
the meeting. Also a converted Jew, the son of a Rabbi, returned his 
thanks for the exertions of the Society in the behalf of his nation. In the 
north of England he met with a man of talents who spoke very lightly of 
the object of the Society, and its effects. He did not suppose that they 
would convert more than one hundred altogether.—* Be it so,” said he ; 
“ you are a skilful caleulator—take your pen now and calculate the worth 
of one hundred immortal souls !” 





London Hibernian Society. 


LONDON HIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 


The Seventeenth Anniversary Meeting of this Society took place 
on Saturday, May 10, at the Freemason’s Hall, H. R. H. the Duke 
of Gloucester in the Chair, and was numerously and respectably at- 
tended. 

The Secretary read the Report fo- the present year. It was of 
great length, and detailed the various and increased operations of 
the Society. From this it appeared, that the number of schoels in 
Ireland, under the patronage of this Society, are considerably on 
the increase. They are divided into three classes, as follows :—~ 


Day Schools . 553—Scholars 51,889 
Sunday Ditto 103— .... 6,824 
Adult Ditto. .128— .... 8,160 


784 66,873 


Of these last, nearly nine teths are Roman Catholics, and of the 
whole about five sixths. The increase within the last year, upon the 
whole, is 13,640 scholars. 

The Society has also twenty-two Readers of the Scriptures in 
daily employ, and eight principal Inspectors in uniform circulation 
through the scene of its labours. 

The Society also distributes the Scriptures both in English and 
in Irish. The distribution of last year has been—Testaments, En- 
glish, 11,107; Irish, 822; Bibles, English, 1015; Irish, 100. These 
making 92,600 Bibles and ‘Testaments since the commencement of 
the Society ; and the Society’s funds were, through recent legacies 
&c. in a flourishing condition. Instead of being in debt, as former- 
ly, they have $13,320 in the hands of their Treasurer. 

Right Hon. Lord Lorton said, that from a residence in Ireland, he 
had some knowledge of that country ; and he felt great satisfaction 
in bearing his testimony to the excellence of the Society, and to the 
benefit which Ireland derived from it. He could say from observa- 
tion, that in some of the hedge schools which had been established 
in opposition to this Society, the* Testaments had been laid aside, 
and he had found the children engaged in reading the Arabian Nights. 
It would be obvious to every one, that nothing but the circulation 
of the Scriptures could eradicate the superstition of Ireland. One 
single fact would illustrate the benefit of this Society, even ina 
political point of view. In the county of Limerick there were few 
or no schools, and they all knew the unfortunate state of that coun- 
ty. In that part of Ireland from which their Royal Chairman de- 
rived the title of Earl of Connaught, there were a great many 
schools ; the population was extensive, and all were most anxious 
to receive instruction. It had been well observed, that Ireland could 
never be tranquillized by acts of Parliament. The most effectual 
way to promote that object was the circulation of the Scriptures. 

His lordship was followed by the Rev. J W. Cunningham, Earl 
Gosford, Hon. C. Shore, Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, Rey. R. C. Dillon, and 
others. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The 29th General Meeting of this institution was held on the 14th, 
15th, and 16th days of May, 1823. Sermons were preached on the oc- 
casion by the Rev. John Leifchild, William Chaplin, John McDonald, 
and Edward Sidney, and the two Welsh sermons by the Rev. John Elias 
and William Williams ; andthe Rev. Joseph Fletcher preached a sermon 
to the members of Juvenile Missionary Societies. ‘The Missionary Com- 
munion was celebrated at Sion, Silver-street, Orange-street, and Ken- 
sington Chapels, at which the Rev. John Griffin, William Roby, Row- 
land Hill, and W. B. Collyer, D. D., presided. The collections taken 
up, at the several public sermons, amounted to $5,795 80 cts. 

The Society met for business in the Wesleyan Chapel, Great Queen 
Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, on Thursday the 15th of May. This large 
and commodious place was crowded to excess at an early hour. At 10 
o’clock the business of the day commenced. 

William Alers Hankey, Esq. the Treasurer, having taken the chair, a 
hymn was sung, and prayer was offered by the Rev. Thomas Young, of 
Margate. An abstract of the Report of the Society’s proceedings during 
the past year was read by the Home Secretary. 

Most of the remarks of the Treasurer are applicable to similar insti- 
tutions in every country ; and as they,also show the extent of the Society’s 
operations, we shall give them entire. 

I am sensible that the details of accounts form the least agreeable part 
of the proceedings of meetings such as the present: and, if my duty per- 
mitted, I should spare you and myself the task of entering upon them. 
But, as the mere reading of an account cannot put you in possession of all 
that it is necessary you should know, on the important subject of your 
pecuniary resources and prospects, I must detain you, for a short time, 
from the more pleasing views which my friends around me are prepared 
to open before you 

My first duty is of an agreeable kind; to express the satisfaction and 
gratitude which I feel in referring to an increase in the best source of the 
Society’s prosperity —the voluntary contributions at home and abroad— 
to the extent of $19,111. On the other hand, you must observe a decrease 
of $1,800 per annun, in the income from the funded property, occasioned 
by the sales of stock, called for by the necessities of the Society, during 
the last two years. It is further to be stated, that the expenditure of the 
last year is less than that of the preceding, by $31,000 and upwards. But 
it is still more important to remark, that, notwithstanding this increase of 
income on the one hand, and this decrease of expenditure on the other, 
the latter still exceeds the former by $5,333, a result which I cannot 

come to, without great concern. It is the more to be regretted, when it is 
considered that the last year has been one of unusually small expense, 
from new operations: so that it forces upon me the conclusion, which I 
beg most strongly to impress.upon you, that the account before you pre- 
sents what ought to be regarded as nearly the permanent, and therefore 
the lowest scale of the Society’s expenditure, (viz. about $138,000 per 
annum,) and one from which it cannot recede, excepi by an abandonment 
of its undertakings. That rate of expense must rise from year to year, 
as our proceedings advance; and will receive an augmentation from the 
C. Herarp. No. 230. 19 
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necessary charges occasioned by the families of deceased Missionaries, 
and other concomitants. 

After the statement which I last year presented to you, a friend and 
most generous supporter of the Society, anxiously inquired on what I 
confided for the stability of its operations. I told him that, besides the 
confidence which I reposed in God and his people, I had, as it respected 
the then ensuing year, two agreeable anticipations,—that of an augment- 
ed income, and that of a diminished expenditure. Both of these have 
been realized; but for the now ensuing year, I have only the former as a 
ground even of hope. Instead of a decreased outlay, | anticipate one 
considerably greater. For, besides the exertions necessary to supply the 
chasms which death has made, the resolutions of the Directors, which you 
have heard, to send additional labourers to the South Seas, and the urgent 
claims of further aid from India, Africa, and other parts, will show the 
propriety of my conclusion. It follows, then, that we must obtain large 
accessions to our income during the ensuing year, or that deeper inroads 
must be made in the funds of the Society, which every principle leads me 
to deprecate, and which I earnestly entreat its friends to avert. 

The necessity then of an enlarged and growing income is obvious ; 
and if I be again asked, where my hope of obtaining it lies, I answer, as 
before, in God, for whose cause the Society labours ; and in God’s people, 
who have, before God and man, pledged themselves to support that cause. 
My judgment tells me, further, that the field of Missionary benevolence 
is vast, and as yet very partially explored. Assuming the annual income, 
from voluntary contributions to our Society, to be £30,000, and sup- 
posing’even that it were collected from individuals at the rate of 1d each, 
per week, the number of contributors would fall short of 150,000; but 
when I deduct from that sum the amount of donations, congregational 
collections, and larger subscriptions, it leaves a result that really surprises 
me, by showing the small number of persons who actually unite in the 
support of the Society; small in itself, and strikingly so, when compared 
with the great body of Christians whom the cause of missions has called 
forth as its professed friends. ‘There remain then abundant sources in the 
unexhausted liberality of the servants of the Redeemer, for all the wants 
of this and every other kindred institution, for the observation applies to 
them all. To whom shall we look, then, for the cultivation of that field ? 
I address myself, first, to you, Christian Ministers ; and recommend you 
earnestly to point out to your people the obligations to support this cause, 
and the modes of liberality by which they may promote it. And here 
allow me to suggest an easy way of estimating the measure of liberality 
shown by your congregations respectively : multiply the annual sum con- 
tributed, by 5, and the product will show the number of the persons ade- 
quate to raise that sum, even at the low subscription of 1d. per week 
each.* You will readily draw the practical inference. I look to the zeal 
and perseverance of the Female Friends of the Society, and, thankful that 
such a spring of influence has been brought to bear upon the interests of 
Missions, I assure them that | rely upon it as one of the surest and most 
abundant sources of our pecuniary prosperity. I look to the Young for 
the dedication of their growing talents and energies to the most sacred of 


* This will give too high a product, as the sum should be multiplied by a number 
fractionally less than five. | 
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causes; and tell them, that their labour, independently of its immediate 
gratifications, is preparing the way for the most happy ultimate rewards. 
It is amongst those of their own age, in various parts of the world, that 
the seed of future triumphs to the Gospel must now be sown; and they 
may even li:e, to reap with joy the fruits of their own labours. 

In closing these remarks, | beg to commit the cause for which we are 
assembled to the blessing of God, and to the continued support of your 
affections, your liberality, and your prayers. 

Eight appropriate resolutions were then offered, and seconded by the 
following gentlemen, viz. Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow; Rev. Joseph 
Julian, A. M. curate of Trimley; Rev. Messrs. Thomas Smith, Henry 
Townley, David Stuart, of Dublin, John Morison, Joseph Fletcher, Ed. 
frving, Mark Wilks, Professor Stapfer, of Paris, Dr. Pinkerton, Mr. 
Marsden, a Missionary in the Wesleyan connexion, John Dyer, Secretary 
to the Baptist Missionary Society, Dr. Paterson, and Robert Steven, and 
Thomas Brightwell, Esq’rs. 


—— 


WESTERN ASIA.—paLestTine MISSION. 
‘Employment of the Printing Press. 


We have already stated, more than once, that this powerful en- 
gine of usefulness, sent from this country by benevolent individuals, 
for the benefit of the nations around the Mediterranean, is already 
at work. On the 25th of December, Mr. Fisk wrote from Malta as 
follows : 

We have printed four different tracts in Italian, viz. ‘* The Sab- 
bath,”’ ‘* Dr. Payson’s address to Mariners,” ‘* Prayers for the se- 
ven days of the week,” and ‘“‘ Dr. Green’s Questions and Counsel.’’ 
Our printer knew nothing of Greek. I taught him the alphabet, and 
have spent much of my time, for more than a month past, in the 
printing room, distributing and examining the types, and assisting to 
commence printing in Greek. We have just struck off the first 
sheet of ‘* The Dairyman’s Daughter,’ which brother Parsons 
and myself translated while at Scio. 1! think the printing will go on 
tolerably well; but there will be continual difficulties, hindrances, 
and perplexities, until we. have a missionary printer—an able, faith- 
ful, pious man. We have taken a Greek boy on trial, to learn the 
art. He is from Scio; and when the island was attacked by the 
Turks, he escaped in a boat, with his mother and brothers, and ar- 
rived at Ipsera, whence he came to Malta. His father was at Con- 
stantinople, and was one of those who were put to death by the 
Turks when the Sciotes revolted. 

In a subsequent part of the letter, Mr. Fisk says: ‘I have now 
much higher expectations than ever before, in regard to the useful- 
ness of our press.” 


Christian Fellowship. 


As there are, in the congregation to which we preach, a number 
of professors of religion who appear to be truly pious, we thought 
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it proper, for their edification as well as our own, to administer 
the Lord’s Supper. Last Sabbath was appointed for the purpose, 
On the preceding Sabbath, a sermon was preached from the Apos- 
tle’s words, ‘* Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup ;” and notice was given, that such as 
wished to communicate with us were desired to call, in the course 
of the week, and give us an opportunity to converse with them on 
the subject. Last Sabbath morning a sermon was preached on the 
love of Christ, and 21 communicants received the holy sacrament. 
Mr. Wolff and Mr. Deininger,* were with ws on the occasion. The 
communicants were from six different communions—the Indepen- 
dent, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Church of England, and Lu- 
theran. Five of us were missionaries, one of whom was a literal 
son of Abraham. The circumstances, the place, the assemblage 
from different communions and nations, made the season one of very 
tender interest. 


Contemplated Voyage to Egypt. 


Mr. Wolff goes with Mr. King and myself to Egypt. We have 
engaged our passage, and the vessel sails soon. We carry with us 
about 2,000 copies of the Bible, or parts of it, and*4,000 tracts. I 
have also, at Cairo, 3,000 tracts, and three boxes of Bibles, which 
I left there last spring. The time I have spent in Malta has seem- 
ed, in many respects, like a return to Christian society. It is a 
comfort to me, that | am not going hence alone, and that we shall 
have the prayers of many. ; 

Of the arrival of Mr. Fisk and his fellow-labourers at Alexan- 
dria, we have intelligence in the following paragraph of a letter 
from Mr. Temple, dated Malta, Feb. 15. 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Fisk, dated Alexandria, 
Jan. 19, in which he says that they had a pleasant passage of only 
seven days from Malta to that place. They have a congregation 
of Greeks, amounting to about 130. Mr. Fisk, also, preaches to 
others in Italian and English ; and Messrs. Wolff and King preach in 


German and English. They expected to sail about the last of the 
month for Rosetta. 


Messrs. Bird and Goodell. 


Within the short period of 26 days from the time of embarkation 
at New-York, these brethren, with their wives, landed safely at 
Gibraltar, where they were hospitably received by Christian friends. 
Here they remained nine days. The following extract from a letter 
addressed by one of them to a friend in Boston, describes their 
approach to Malta. 

Jan. 22, 1823.—Last evening, as we sailed along the shores of 
Malta and its adjacent islands, we were able to distinguish, by the 
bright shining of the moon, the memorable spot where St. Paul is 
said to have been shipwrecked. It was a pleasant evening, very 


* A Lutheran minister from the Seminary at Basle, in Switzerland, and now 
under the patronage of the Church Missionary Society, 
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unlike the dark, stormy night when Paul, and those with him 
in the ship, ‘* wished for the day.””’. We came to anchor about nine 
o’clock in the evening, only eight days from Gibraltar. We ** were 
all of good cheer ;” read a portion of the last two chapters of the 


Acts of the Apostles; and without one emotion of sadness, fell on 
our knees before that Saviour, on whose game we had so often call- 
ed in America. We cannot be sufficiently grateful, that his kindness 
has brought us to a part of the world, to which we have long di- 
rected ofr attention. Here may we labour with cheerfulness, fideli- 
ty, and success, till our work is doue! Missionary Herald. 








FEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR THE POOR OF THE CITY OF NEW- 
YORK AND ITS VICINITY. 


About seven years ago it devolved upon this society to make the 
first experiment of a City Mission. It is already known to our read- 
ers that they planted a Church in Banker-street, which, after a few 
years, had its ordinary concerns placed in the hands of ‘Trustees, 
while the society continued with great exertions to support the mis- 
sionary who laboured there. The efforts of the society, and their 
missionary, were attended with a good degree of success, and through 
their instrumentality the Gospel has been preached to many hun- 
dreds of otherwise destitute persons ; but owing to what the Trus- 
tees and many others considered an unfavourable location of the 
mission house, and the fact, that a renewal of the lease of the lot upon 
which it was erected could not be procured, they have deemed it 
expedient to establish a place of worship, not very far from the for- 
mer location. ‘This measure has met the approbation of the Pres- 
byterial Society, as may be seen upon a reference to their proceed- 
ings in the case, and a place is fixed upon in Allen, near Grand-st. 
The society received very timely aid during the last year, in the 
sum of $100 from the ‘“* Fragment Society,” which, together with a 
collection in the Wall-street Church, and other sources, put them 
in possession of funds to the amount of $275; and as soon as $25 
can be collected from members who are in arrears, they will be 
able to discharge all the debts of the institution. At the last annu- 
al meeting the Society was dissolved, and a new one formed under the 
name of the New-York United Female Domestic Missionary Soctety, 
auxiliary to the United Domestic Missionary Society. ‘The reasons 
for this measure are stated in the following extract from the Mana- 
gers’ Report. 

* it will be recollected, that when this society was formed and com- 
menced its operations, no one of a similar nature existed in this city. 
Upon us it devolved to make the first experiment of a city mission. We 
are now pri: ileged to see other societies rising up and embracing the same 
object; it will, therefore, be the less alarming to \ou when we suggest 
the idea of dissolving this association’; a measure, which after frequent 
and deliberate consultation, your Board of Managers have unanimously 
resolved to recommend, as being expedient and proper under present cir- 
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it proper, for their edification as well as our own, to administer 
the Lord’s Supper. Last Sabbath was appointed for the purpose. 
On the preceding Sabbath, a sermon was preached from the Apos- 
tle’s words, ** Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup ;’’ and notice was given, that such as 
wished to communicate with us were desired to call, in the course 
of the week, and give us an opportunity to converse with them on 
the subject. Last Sabbath morning a sermon was preached on the 
love of Christ, and 21 communicants received the holy sacrament. 
Mr. Wolff and Mr. Deininger,* were with us on the occasion. The 
communicants were from six different communions—the Indepen- 
dent, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, Church of England, and Lu- 
theran. Five of us were missionaries, one of whom was a literal 
son of Abraham. The circumstances, the place, the assemblage 
from different communions and nations, made the season one of very 
tender interest. 


Contemplated Voyage to Egypt. 


Mr. Wolff goes with Mr. King and myself to Egypt. We have 
engaged our passage, and the vessel sails soon. We carry with us 
about 2,000 copies of the Bible, or parts of it, and*4,000 tracts. I 
have also, at Cairo, 3,000 tracts, and three boxes of Bibles, which 
I left there last spring. The time I have spent in Malta has seem- 
ed, in many respects, like a return to Christian society. It is a 
comfort to me, that | am not going hence alone, and that we shall 
have the prayers of many. | 

Of the arrival of Mr. Fisk and his fellow-labourers at Alexan- 
dria, we have intelligence in the following paragraph of a letter 
from Mr. Temple, dated Malta, Feb. 15. 

Yesterday I received a letter from Mr. Fisk, dated Alexandria, 
Jan. 19, in which he says that they had a pleasant passage of only 
seven days from Malta to that place. They have a congregation 
of Greeks, amounting to about 130. Mr. Fisk, also, preaches to 
others in Italian and English ; and Messrs. Wolff and King preach in 
German and English. They expected to sail about the last of the 
month for Rosetta. 


Messrs. Bird and Goodell. 


Within the short period of 26 days from the time of embarkation 
at New-York, these brethren, with their wives, landed safely at 
Gibraltar, where they were hospitably received by Christian friends. 
Here they remained nine days. The following extract from a letter 
addressed by one of them to a friend in Boston, describes their 
approach to Malta. 

Jan. 22, 1823.—Last evening, as we sailed along the shores of 
Malta and its adjacent islands, we were able to distinguish, by the 
bright shining of the moon, the memorable spot where St. Paul is 
said to have been shipwrecked. It was a pleasant evening, very 


* A Lutheran minister from the Seminary at Basle, in Switzerland, and now 
under the patronage of the Church Missionary Society. 
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unlike the dark, stormy night when Paul, and those with him 
in the ship, ** wished for the day.”” We came to anchor about nine 
o’clock in the evening, only etght days from Gibraltar. We ** were 
all of good cheer,” read a portion of the last two chapters of the 
Acts of the Apostles; and without one emotion of sadness, fell on 
our knees before that Saviour, on whose game we had so often call- 
ed in America. We cannot be sufficiently grateful, that his kindness 
has brought us to a part of the world, to which we have long di- 
rected ofr attention. Here may we labour with cheerfulness, fideli- 
ty, and success, till our work is done! Missionary Herald. 








FEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR THE POOR OF THE CITY OF NEW- 
YORK AND ITS VICINITY. 


About seven years ago it devolved upon this society to make the 
first experiment of a City Mission. It is already known to vur read- 
ers that they planted a Church in Banker-street, which, after a few 
years, had its ordinary concerns placed in the hands of ‘Trustees, 
while the society continued with great exertions to support the mis- 
sionary who laboured there. The efforts of the society, and their 
missionary, were attended with a good degree of success, and through 
their instrumentality the Gospel has been preached to many hun- 
dreds of otherwise destitute persons ; but owing to what the Trus- 
tees and many others considered an unfavourable location of the 
mission house, and the fact, that a renewal of the lease of the lot upon 
which it was erected could not be procured, they have deemed it 
expedient to establish a place of worship, not very far from the for- 
mer location. ‘This measure has met the approbation of the Pres- 
byterial Society, as may be seen upon a reference to their proceed- 
ings in the case, and a place is fixed upon in Allen, near Grand-st. 
The society received very timely aid during the last year, in the 
sum of $100 from the “ Fragment Society,” which, together with a 
collection in the Walil-street Church, and other sources, put them 
in possession of funds to the amount of $275; and as soon as $25 
can be collected from members who are in arrears, they will be 
able to discharge all the debts of the institution. At the last annu- 
al meeting the Society was dissolved, and a new one formed under the 

name of the New-York United Female Domestic Missionary Society, 
auxiliary to the United Domestic Missionary Society. ‘The reasons 
for this measure are stated in the following extract from the Mana- 
gers’ Report. 

“ It will be recollected, that when this society was formed and com- 
menced its operations, no one of a similar nature existed in this city. 
Upon us it devolved to make the first experiment of a city mission. We 
are now pris ileged to see other societies rising up and embracing the same 
object; it will, therefore, be the less alarming to \ou when we suggest 
the idea of dissolving this association’; a measure, which after frequent 
and deliberate consultation, your Board of Managers have unanimously 
resolved to recommend, as being expedient and proper under present cir- 
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cumstances. We have heard, that some of the Ladies in this city have 
in contemplation the forming of a society auxiliary to the ‘ United Do- 
mestic Missionary Society.’ !t will now be our privilege to unite with 
them, and so more efficiently promote the great object of extending the 
interests ot the Church, and the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

“ The little Church and congregation gathered through our instrumen- 
tality, have removed from Bancker-street, and are endeavouring to erect 
another house of worship in Allen-street, where they anticipate greater 
success and encouragement than they have hitherto experienced® The 
Board is not insensible to their situation—they are not ignorant of the 
pecuniary assistance which they need, both in the erection of their Church, 
and the support of worship for some time yet to come. in both respects 
it is their desire and hope, that these wants may be supplied, and that the 
little Church, favoured and blessed of the Lord, may grow and flourish ; 
and when the generation to come shall inquire concerning it, like the heap 
of stones in Jordan, it shall be to them for a memento.” 

From the Annual Report of the Rev. William Gray, the Society’s Mis- 
sionary, we learn, that it is not designed to abandon Banker street alto- 
gether, though for reasons above stated, the erection of a new house of 
worship has been commenced in another street. ‘This is certainly a cor- 
rect course: if the people in Bancker-street (probably not the worst 
street in the city) have not been reformed, there is great reason to perse- 
vere in the good work begun, and perhaps retreating to a more convenient 
and salubrious location is an important preparatory step to a more 
vigorous effort to benefit their precious souls. “ Their vices, (says 
the Report,) and their wretchedness, in the view of which our hearts 
have been often pained, will prompt us still to feel for them, to pity them, 
to pray for them, and, so far as circumstances will allow, to labour among 
them. Their children will especially claim a share ‘of our attention. 
These are still expected to constitute a part of our Sabbath Schools; and 
thus to be placed in circumstances to receive religious instruction.” 

“‘ In the place which we have chosen. while we have the prospect of 
building up an important congregation, we shall not be so far removed as 
to be obliged to neglect the people who have hitherto exclusively occupied 
our time and attention. ‘The church is not so distant from our former 
station, that the people in that vicinity cannot conveniently go there to 
attend public worship. And it is believed, there are many persons in the 
immediate neighbourhood of that church who are reluctant to visit the 
Mission House in Bancker-street, but who would readily be induced to 
attend the house of God in Allen-street. 

“ As it respects the new building we are now endeavouring to erect, 
we have aimed to be as economical in our plan as could possibly consist 
with the erection of a suitable house for the worship of God. Three lots 
of ground have been purchased for 2150 dollars; the building will be 
plain, with a brick front; and we shall make use of the materials of the 
Mission House which you have generously presented to the congregation. 

“ The whole expense, including the purchase of the lots, and the erec- 
tion of the building, will be $5150 of this sum $2000 are required to be 
raised. With this money we shall be able to complete the church. The 
residue, the trustees believe, with the ordinary blessiné of Providence, 
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they shall be able seasonably to discharge without embarrassment, or 
jeopardizing the existence of the congregation. Nearly $600, of the 
2000 immediately required, are subscribed; for what remains, we look 
to the benevolent in the christian community We cherish the hope, that 
this little church and congregation, collected under circumstances of no 
ordinary interest, will receive aid from those who are desirous of promot- 
ing whatever contributes to the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom.” 

The corner stone of the Misston Cuurcn, in Allen-street, was laid on 
Tuesday, the 8th inst. On this occasion the Rev. Dr. Spring delivered 
an address to a large and attentive audience, and after the conclusion of 
the appropriate religious exercises, a collection was taken up to aid the 
funds of the church. It is delightful to see churches springing up in our 
city, and occupying the waste places. The one now presented to public 
notice, will for some time, require the liberal aid of Christian benevolence, 
and we trust it will receive its due share. 

In reviewing the Mission in which he has been engaged, Mr. Gray thus 
notices the death of one of the members of the church : 

“* Mrs. Jones, a member of the church, who was admitted on a profes- 
sion of her faith in April, 1822, fell a victim to the destroying pestilence. 
She was dear to us as a sister in the Lord, and given to us as a seal of our 
ministry: the first, and the only one of our number, who has been thus 
taken fromus. She wasa meek and humble disciple of Jesus Christ; and 
matured by his abounding grace for the holy blessedness of his kingdom. 
Death, in its nearest approach, and with eternity full in view, as her 
daughter informed me, had no terror. She had hope in her death. Con- 
sciously passing through the valley of death, she feared no evil. ‘The 
presence and the grace of her Lord sustained and cheered her heart. It 
was her privilege, in the solemn and trying hour, to enjoy the enlivening 
assurance that Jehovah was her covenant God and Father, and would be 
her portion for ever. How sweet to die, resting on the bosom of an Al- 
mighty Saviour! How sweet to fall asleep in Jesus !” 
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Baptist Mission.—The Rev. Jonathan Wade, his wife, and Mrs. Judson, embarked 
at Boston, 22d ult. on board the ship Edward Newton, for Burmah. 

Recent Deaths.—At Wilmington, Del. t4th ult. Rev. Tuomas Reen, D.D., aged 
78.—At Milford, Del His Excellency Josepn Hastert, Governor of the State of 
Delaware.—At Chinsurah, India, Rev Joun Haste, Missionary.—At Amherst, 
Mass, on the 30th ult. the Rev. Zepuanian Swirt Moors, D. D. Bresident of the 
College at Amherst. 

Charleston, S. C. Bible Society —This Society recently celebrated its 13th Anni- 
versary, under most favourable circumstances. They have put into circulation, the 
past year, 454 Bibles and Testaments, making the whole number of copies circulated 
by this Society, 8,100. 

Young Men’s Missionary Society, of Charleston, S.C. have had three Missiona- 
ries employed during the past winter, viz. the Rev. Messrs. Johnson, Barber, and 
Brainerd. Their Reports give evidence that they have been usefully employed in 
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preaching the Gospel, visiting, distributing Bibles and Tracts, &c., and forming 
Sunday Schools. 

Dickinson College —At the late Commencement, 19 young gentlemen of the se- 
nior class were admitted to the degree of B.A. Of this number, sixteen are pro- 
fessors of religion. The degree of D. D was conferred on Philip Lindsley, Vice- 
President of Nassau Hall. 

Columbian College — William Walker, Sen. Esq of Putnam County, Geo has en- 
dowed a scholarship in this institution, by the appropriation of $2,500 to the object, 
The trustees have given it the designation of “ The Walker Scholarship.” 

Alleghany College. —It is proposed to establish a “ Professorship of German Li- 
terature and Science” in this College. The library is of very great value ; it pos- 
sesses books in 30 different languages. An edifice, 120 feet by 44, is erecting, named 
“* Bently Hall,” in honour of the Rev. W. Bently, D. D. of Salem, Mass., and the 
institution appears to prosper. 

Phi Beta Kappa.—tThe address before the Phi Beta Kappa Society of Union Col- 
lege, at the approaching Commencement, is to be delivered by the Honourable De 
Witt Clinton. 

The Rev. Mr. Sayprorp, licentiate of the Theological Seminary at Princeton, has 
accepted the call of the Presbyterian Church at Brooklyn, L [. to become their 
Pastor. 

The Rev. W. D. Syoperass, of Savannah, Geo. has accepted the pastoral charge 
of the Presbyterian Charch in Murray-street, in this city, (vacated some time since 
by the resignation of the Rev. Dr Mason,) and is expected to enter upon his labours 
there early in the next month. 

The Rev. Stepuen N. Rowan, D. D, of this city, has been appointed Agent of 
the “ American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews,” and Editor of 
its monthly publication, viz. “ Israel’s Advocate.’ Dr. Rowan will conduct the cor- 
respondence with Auxiliary Societies, and may be addressed at No. 491 Greenwich- 
street, N. York; or, Communications for him may be left at Mr. John P. Haven’s, 
No. 182 Broadway. 

Missionaries to Burmah.—On Sunday, the 22th ult. sailed from Boston the ship 
Edward Newton, Capt Bertody, for Calcutta, having on board the wife of the Rev. 
Mr. Judson, American Baptist missionary at Burmah, and also the Rev. Jonathan 
Wade and wife. Mrs. Judson arrived in England from India, the 31st of May, 
1822, for her health, and has been on a visit to her friends in this country ; she 
has.now embarked to return to her husband. Mr. Wade will also attach himself 
to the mission at Burmah, under the direction of the Baptist General Convention, 
having been set apart for the work by a Committee of the Convention, met at Utica 
in this state, the Iith ult. The Rev. George D. Boardman. formerly tutor in Wa- 
terville College, Maine, is expected to join the mission, after he shall have complet- 
ed his Biblical studies, for the purpose of aiding Mr. Judson in the translation of 
the Scriptures. 


Notices & Acknowlevqments. 


“fhe Frrenp or ‘a Pirerm’” is received, and disposed of in such a manner as 
will best answer the benevolent intentions of the writer ; and the article under the 
same envelope will be found in this number. 

A view of the “ Acts and Proceedings of the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Charch,” of the “‘ Baptist Convention,” “ Episcopal Convention,” “ Baltimore 
Tract Society,” a review of “ Whelpley’s Missionary Sermon,” and several other 
articles prepargd for this number, are unavoidably deferred 

Map of the State of New-York.—A new edition of Lay’s Map of this state has 
just been published, with the latest corrections, embracing the two new counties of 
Yates and Wayne, and many other improvements. Mr. Lay is now prosecuting 
investigations necessary to complete his large map of the whole United States, 
for which a large subscription has been already obtained. 

4 Letter to the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, in reply to “‘ Corrector,” by Wm. Jay; 
has just been published by Haven, who has for sale the other pamphlets embrac- 
ing this controversy concerning the Bible Society. 
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“The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 








For the Seaman's Magazine. 


THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN IMPORTANT. 





it is my design to show in this article, by a number of considera- 
tions, that the moral improvement and the salvation of seamen are 
important in a commercial, moral, and religious point of view.  Lit- 
tle, indeed, will be done for these men, until the commercial and 
religious world feel that they are under obligations to them, not only 
from the command of God, but also from the principles of gratitude, 
which even savages and heathens can feel. But once let this obli- 
gation be felt, as it should be felt, and the result would soon con- 
vince the world that it is not a matter of indifference whether these 
men have the Gospel and the other means of grace, or whether they 
were christians or heathens in their conversation and conduct. To 
impress this obligation, then, let all consider how much actually de- 
pends on these men, and what might be expected if they were once 
converted to the Gospel of Christ. 

It is almost entirely superfluous to say, that nearly the whole 
commerce of the world depends on these men. However abundant 
might be the means for extensive commerce in every separate part 
of the world, they would yet be of little consequence without Sail- 
ors to navigate the ocean, and manage the ships, which would be 
necessary to eflect an exchange in commodities, and to form a con- 
necting link between countries which the sea divides. If it be ask- 
ed whether a sailor cannot manage a ship, and navigate the sea 
without being in my sense of the word a Christian ?—I should cer- 
tainly not hesitate for a moment to allow that he could, and do it 
too with equal skill. But still, this will not prove that it is not a 
duty, and expedient, even in a worldly point of view, to convert 
them to the Gospel. 

The morality of the Gospel is allowed, even by infidelity herself, - 
to be the best calculated, if lived up to as it demands, to make men 
honest and happy in the present world : and, indeed, it would be the 
extreme of ignorance and folly to deny this, as the Gospel forbids 
every vice, and commands every virtue, and commands their exer- 
cise constantly, and to perfection. Even “ our enemies themselves, 
being judges :” then if we convert sailors to the Gospel spirit, we 
shall make them both better men, a at the same time happier 
men. Now, it can néver be a matter of indifference with commer- 
cial men, whether they commit a valuable cargo to the hands of 
honest men or to the hands of rogues and swindlers. It is the part 
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of wisdom as weil as the road to wealth, to commit to the care of 
prudent and honest men. Convert seamen to the morality of the 
Bible and you will make them both Imbue the hearts of seamen, 
generally, with the pure spirit of the Gospel, and you prevent more 
effectually the losses sustained by mutivies and piracies, both in 
treasure and in lives, than by any or by all other means combined. 
By other means, you prevent their depredations only by fear, but 
by this you would prevent them by the influence of principle. 

By the ordinary means, these evils are remedied only by the loss 
of lives and the ruin of souls ; but by this the same ends are answer- 
ed, and both lives and souls are saved. Besides, the expense of 
fleets and armies is vastly greater than would be required to give 
religious instruction to all the seamen in the world, Take then, any 
rational view of the subject, and the commercial interests of the 
world demand that every possible exertion be made to render the 
morals of seamen more conformable to the principles of the Gos- 
pel than they now are, and that they may consider themselves men, 
not degraded in this world, and men that are bound to an immortali- 
ty of existence beyond the grave. 

The salvation of Sailors is important in a mere moral point of view. 
It is a fact which every careful observer must have noticed, and de- 
plored, that the morals of seamen influence, to a great extent, the 
morals of society at large. Their profaneness, debauchery, drunk- 
enness, and contempt of the Sabbath, vices to which they are much 
addicted, have a most ruinous effect on the morals of our cities, and 
principal seaport towns. Children can with difficulty enter the 
streets at all, without hearing the very dialect of hell, before they 
know its horrid import : they see the Sabbath profaned, hear the 
songs of the drunkard, and the obscene ditties of the brothel, and 
** know not that the dead are there,’’ and that these paths lead down 
to the very gates of hell. By these means, the young mind, ina 
little while, and in evil hours of temptation, contract habits of vice 
which are eradicated in after life with the greatest difficulty. The 
sailor feeds, with his hard-earned wages, the brothels, and polluted 
boarding houses, those sinks of pollution from which issue streams 
of vice to run in every direction through the land. Now let sea- 
men be converted to Christ, and the most effectual means are taken 
to dry up these fountains, and of course to destroy the streams. It 
was a view of the moral influence of sailors on the communi- 
ty that drew from a good man the following remarks on the impor- 
tance of their conversion. ‘ Our cities and maritime ports will be 
essentially benefitted by the reformation of seamen. Our youth will 
be saved from the effects of their evil example. The number of 
those sinks of pollution that infest the purlieus of any large town, 
will be diminished. Merchants will feel more safe in committing 

their vessels to their management. There will be no resistance to 
authority, no mutinies, no pig@pies on the part of a Christian crew. 
Drunkenness will become disgraceful, and profane swearing be ban- 
ished from amongst them. In the forecastle of every ship, Christian 
Hymns will occupy the place of lewd ballads, religious tracts, that 
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of the profane jest-book, and no honest-hearted tar will be ashamed 
to be seen with the Bible in his hands. Their topics of conversa- 
tion will be changed. Instead of relating to each other the revel- 
ries and debaucheries in which they had spent their hard-earnings 
at the last port, and looking forward with delight to the new scenes 
of profligacy and vice in which they are to engage at the next, they 
will be found descanting on the happy meetings they have attended, 
on the pious addresses to which they have listened, on the earnest 
and devout supplications to heaven in which they have united, and 
contemplating with delight a fresh engagement in these exercises, 
at the port to which, under God’s blessing, they will soon be watt- 
ed.” These, certainly, are results, at which every friend of mo- 
rality must rejoice : and they are by no means improbable results, 
for they are what, in many instances, have actually followed the ef- 
forts for the reformation of seamen. 

There is still another point of view in which this part of the sub- 
ject is to be taken. General ingratitude in the community to any 
class of men, it must be admitted, has a demoralising effect on the 
rising generation. To illustrate this remark, let us look a little 
more at the benefits which we derive from the labours and dangers 
of mariners. In case of foreign invasion, sailors are the men to 
whom we are to look for the most effectual defence of our shores. 
They are among the first to place themselves as a barrier against 
the approaching enemy, and for a defence of their country. This 
idea admits of an extended illustration; but I just name it in this 
place, as its importance will be seen, and it is hoped, felt by every 
maratime nation on the globe. 

I would only remark, that it is very probable that both England 
and America owe their national existence to the labours and suffer- 
ings of these men; and do they as nations owe them nothing in 
return ? Equally true is it, that we are dependent on these men for 
most of our luxuries, and for many of our necessaries of life. A 
number of these might easily be named, which are the productions 
of foreign climes, and of which we should be deprived without the 
labours of seamen. On the same important class of men we de- 
pend for very much of our most valuable information. We should 
never know that there were other countries, or nations, or people, 
or tribes, were it not for the adventures of sailors. Nor should 
we know any thing of their history, their government, or their re- 
ligion: neither could we ever be acquainted with their improve- 
ments in the arts and the sciences, but for the seamen. ‘The ocean 
would for ever confine us, and our knowledge of the species, too, 
during our whole earthly pilgrimage, to the little portion of the 
world on which we dwell, forming as it does, an impassable and an 
eternal barrier between us and every other pdrtion of our globe, 
without the constant aid of seamen. These men alone, prevent the 
different portions of the inhabitants of this great world from living 
to each other as the dead, 


“ Alike unknowing and unknown.” 
Now, do not the very principles of gratitude require that, for all 
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this benefit to us, and for the labour, and toil, and sufferings on their 
part, we should at least give them, over and above their ordinary 
wages, in distress, relief for their bodies ; when poverty demands, 
instruction for their children ; and when their souls require it, mo- 
ral and religious improvement, that should they die in our employ, 
they may leave the world in peace, and be for ever with the Lord ? 
And if these things are not done, will not the moral influence of 
this neglect on the rising generation be of a deleterious character ? 
When I see both children and men uniting to mock a degraded sail- 
or, in the streets of our cities and towns, | receivé a most tre- 
mendous answer to this last inquiry. The moral influence of this 
ingratitude is most alarming in the most of our seaport towns, par- 
ticularly in the lower orders of society, while the merchant and the 
honourable look on the rabble’s abuse of these men with apparent 
indifference, and often, with a smile of seeming approbation. The 
friend, even of morality, must greatly desire to see a different state 
of things. He sees sailors degraded, he wishes to see them raised 
to the dignity of men and of citizens. He sees them despised, and 
he desires that they might be honoured and respected. He sees 
them immoral, profane, and miserable, but he longs to see them 
virtuous, chaste, and happy. Now, let every man who desires these 
changes in sailors, say so in his words, and in his contributions to 
those institutions which have for their object the moral improve- 
ment and the salvation of these men: and, in one word, let the lan- 
guage of his remaining life be the following, and the hopes and 
prayers of many, as well as his own, will soon be realized : “* Let sea- 
men no longer be considered as outcasts from society. Let them be 
taken by the hand as friends. Remove the deplorable ignorance of 
spiritual things under which so many of them labour. Let them 
know they have a common interest with you in the great scheme of 
Gospel mercy. Make them sensible that they are accountable be- 
ings—that there is a Heaven and a Hell—that they bave souls which 
are to be for ever happy in the one, or miserable in the other; and 
that there is a glorious Saviour to whom they may look for life and 
salvation.” Then, the streams of ruin among these men will prin- 
cipally be dried up! They will become good members of commu- 
nity, and their moral influence will become salutary. The moral 
aspect of society will present the loveliness and beauty of spring, 
instead of the dreariness of winter: and the future hopes of thou- 
sands, instead of being ever hung round with the gloom of night, 
will become bright and cheering as a morning summer’s sun. 
THE FRIEND OF SEAMEN. 








For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


PIOUS SHIPMASTERS. 


In the second number of the current volume are some resolu- 
tions of a ‘* Ship-master,” which I have read with great pleasure. 
those resolutions, well-executed as they seem to have been, open 
one of the fairest prospects for seamen, and for that part of the hu- 
man family with which seamen are connected. They show what 
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might be done— yea, what will be done. Pious Shipmasters have 
- it in their power, under God, to change the aspect of the whole 
maritime world. Let them all adopt such resolutions—the voice of 
swearing is no more heard in the ship— riot and debauchery cease— 
every vessel is a house of God—the shipmates are a band of 
brothers—their condition, which has long been considered as the 
most hopeless of any portion of mankind, becomes not only very 
hopeful, but one of the most desirable—every voyage becomes 
less perilous ; and their whole course of life is directed to the ha- 
ven of endless rest. Into that haven they will soon enter; and 
then no storm shall toss them, no rock shall shatter, no whirlpool 
shall swallow them up. To that haven the Bible shall be their com- 
pass, the Cross their pole-star, Prayer their canvass, and the Holy 
Spirit their wind. A prosperous voyage to them, and a happy end. 
So prays A Frienp or Sramen. 
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ANNIVERSARIES IN LONDON. 
MERCHANT SEAMAN 'S AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Thursday, May 8, the Ninth Anniversary Meeting of this Society 
was held at the City of London Tavern, where the great room was 
filled by a most respectable assemblage, chiefly of females. The 
Right Hon. Adm. Lord Exmouth in the chair. 

The Report was read by the Secretary, (Mr. Suter.) It stated, 
at great length, the progress the Society had made during the last 
year. A great change had been effected in the manners and morals 
of sailors, amongst whom the Scriptures had been circulated. ~ Bi- 
bles and Testaments were now made part of the furniture of ships, 
and sailors were thereby instructed in the way of salvation, that they 
might be prepared, on any sudden call, to meet the face of their 
Maker. Such a change had been wrought, that many sailors bad, 
in their desire to obtain the Scriptures, actually purchased them out 
of their own wages. ‘They were now neither so profane nor pro- 
fligate as heretofore. Ip some instances they had declined breaking 
the Sabbath, though requested by their captains to do so. A great 
change had been wrought in the captains themselves ; their com- 
mands were often unaccompanied by curses; and one of them had 
said, he endeavoured never to work his men on Sundays, if it could 
be avoided. Another had acknowledged to the Society’s agent, that 
he was one of the ‘‘ greatest scumps imaginable’’ before he re- 
ceived the Scriptures from them. In fact, sailors were now becom- 
ing sober, steady men, to whom property might be entrusted with 
safety, and whose honesty and courage might be equally relied upon. 

The number of Bibles sold by the society last year at Gravesend, 
amounted to 730, and 79 Testaments ; and the number left without 
payment (many of which have been since paid for) is 90 Bibles 
and 356 Testaments. The total distribution from the commence- 
ment of the Society in 1818, is 7,190 Bibles, 9,279 Testaments. 

The Earl of Rosksavage moved the printing of the Report. 

R. H. Marten, Esq. He was happy to be able to state, from his 
own knowledge, the great benefits of this Institution ; and in many 
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cases the altered characters of the sailors. On the arrival lately 
of a vessel from New-York, he had the gratification of witnessing 
nearly the whole of the crew upon their knees in the cabin, engag- 
ed in prayer and singing hymns to the God of love and mercy. Mr. 
Marten was followed by the Rev. J. Hatchard, Ald. Key, Rev. G, 
Clayton, Dr. Steinkopff, &. The noble chairman said, he had been 
forty years subscriber to a Bible Society, and always found those 
the best sailors who were acquainted with the Scriptures. 








PORT OF LONDON SOCIETY, 
For promoting Religious Knowledge among Seamen. 


On Monday, May 12th, a numerous body of the friends of the 
above Institution assembled at the City of London Tavern, at 
twelve o’clock. The Right Hon. Adm. Gambier in the chair. 

Lord Gambier said, it was gratifying and delightful to himself, and 
he was sure it was to the meeting, to see so large an assemblage of 
the people of God brought together in aid of the benevolent pur- 
poses of this Society. It was truly lamentable that so large a body 
of men, as the British Seamen were, who under Divine Providence, 
might be termed the sinews of the commerce and prosperity of the 
country, should have been so long without the blessed Word of God 
in their hearts ; but by the mercy of Heaven, this society had been 
raised up, and made the humble instrument of admitting them to 
a knowledge of that light which would be their happiness in this 
world, and their eternal life in that to come. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving then offered up a solemn and impressive 
prayer for the success of the Institution. 

The Report of the Committee’s proceedings being then read, it 
appeared that there was now scarcely a port in Britain where the 
Gospel was not preached to seamen, and received with avidity. 
There were numerous instances of conversion from the grossest 
profaneness and ignorance, by the efforts of this Association. The 
Society being truly catholic, they had invited ministers of all deno- 
minations to the pulpit of the Floating Chapel for seamen, taking 
only care that they should be men of good report in the Church. 
The Committee strongly recommended the formation of small libra- 
ries, on board our trading vessels. In allusion tothe Society’s finan- 
ces, these, they were sorry to say, were not equal to the great 
expenditure and the claims on their exertions ; but they did not 
doubt of the charity and benevolence of the Meeting. 

Rev. Mr. Innes, and lord Rocksavage, moved and seconded the mo- 
tion for receiving the Report ; Rev. Mr. Irving, T. Phillips, Esq. Rev. 
J. Clayton, Lieut. Gordon, Rev. Dr. Andrews, and Alderman Key, 
spoke in moving and seconding the other motions. Thanks being 
voted to the chairman, his lordship, in retiring, said, ‘‘ Ladies and 
gentlemen, | accept with gratitude this mark of your approbation, 
and in bidding you farewell, | will repeat, may God Almighty, of his 
infinite mercy, bless you all!’? Mr. Marten, the Treasurer, then took 
the chair, and stated the Society’s accounts, by which there appear- 
ed a balance of $333 in hand, and a debt of $960 against them. 
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Sramen’s Cause at Battimore. 


To the Editer of the Seaman’s Magazine. 


Baltimore, July 2, 1823. 

Dear Sin—Accompanying this, is a communication from Mr. Young to our Ro- 
bert Armstrong, from which you will perceive that at last the moral condition of 
the Seamen belonging to this port has elicited the Christian sympathy of a number 
of individuals, members of different religious communities. The object we have in 
view in addressing i now is to obtain your kind attention to the contents of Mr. 
Young’s Letter, and also to furnish him with what information you may possess, 
in your judgment, calculated to promote the best interests of Seamen. 

Yours, very respectfully, A. &P. 
Baltimore, June 30, 1823. 

My Dear Srr—As you wish me to give you a statement relative to the origin 
and progress of our Bethel Meetings among the Mariners, which I very much regret 
that your other arrangements have hitherto prevented you from attending in person, 
I with much pleasure present you the following detail :— 

On Sunday, the 11th ult. a few seamen having previously been invited by J. 
Creery to meet on board the British brig Union, from Liverpool, then lying at 
Price’s wharf, Fell’s Point, one of the under officers of which vessel was a pious man, 
at 11 o’clock, a. m. about thirty attended ; several friends from the West of Jones’s 
Falls went down, to wit, J. Creery, Rev. Thomas Jackson, J. C. Jackson, J. Med- 
tart, William Birch, and myself; after a hymn of praise and an address to the throne 
of grace, our young friend Medtart spoke to the seamen, who manifested the most 
respectful and reverential attention; another song of Zion and prayer concluded the 
exercises, when a number of religious tracts were distributed, extracts from the 
Liverpool Tract Society’s last report, read by J. C. Jackson, and the men notified 
that they might expect divine service would be celebrated for the express edification 
of seamen on the ensuing Lord's day, at some place on the Point, which would be 
designated by hoisting a Bethel Flag. 

Presuming, from appearances manifested this day, that a permanent place of wor- 
ship would be numerously attended by seamen, it was determined to endeavour to 
establish one ; and hearing that Mr. James Corner, a gentleman of opulence and 
philanthropy, had a sail loft in Ann-street, which was well adapted for the purpose, 
and which it was hoped from his well known benevolence he would promptly agree 
should be used as a place of meeting, we immediately called on him, and were not 
disappointed in our expectations, as with christian feelings he entered into our views, 
and politely consented it should be thus occupied on the Sabbath. He further 
agreed to have a large blue bunting flag prepared for us, 12 by 18 feet, with the 
‘¢ Seaman’s Bethel” in large white letters thereon, and cause the same to be hoisted 
over the sail loft next Sunday morning. Accordingly on Sunday, May 18, agree- 
ably to public notification in the newspapers, and handbills circulated through the 
Point, at 11 o’clock, a.m. a numerous assemblage of mariners and others met at 
the loft over which the flag was waving, and where, after the aid of the Holy Spirit 
had been invoked, and the praises of redeeming love chaunted by upwards of 400 
precious souls, a sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas Jackson, a Presbyterian 
Minister of Philadelphia, from Prov. xxvii. 1. “ Boast not thyself of to-morrow,” 
to as attentive a congregation as any convened in our city or elsewhere. It was 
delightful to observe, from the tearful.eyes and agitated countenances of several of 
the hardy sons of the ocean, how the solemn truths they were privileged to hear were 
carried home to their hearts and consciences. After giving out a great many tracts, 
which appeared to be received with the greatest avidity and joy, they were inform- 
ed that they might expect preaching there in the afternoon of the ensuing Sabbath. 

Being anxious to husband as much as possible our home resources, it was deter- 
mined to engage foreign clergymen to officiate whenever practicable ; accordingly, 

On Sunday, May 25, the Rev. Mr. Osgood, a Presbyterian Missionary, providen- 
tially with us, occupied the pulpit, and delivered a discourse from Matt. vii. 7. 
“ Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find,” &c, The same devout atten- 
tion appeared to prevail, and among as numerous a meeting as on the former occasion. 

On Sunday, June 1, the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, an Episcopal Clergyman from 
Charles County, favoured us with an interesting discourse from Psalm evii. 30, 
“Then are they glad because they be quiet, so he bringeth them into their desired 
haven.” Captain Thomas Bayle, who attended this day, was so delighted with the 
prospect of benefit resulting from these meetings, that he observed, if funds could 
be raised for building a Mariner's Church on the Point, he had a suitable lot which 
he would cheerfally give for that purpose 
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On Sunday, June 15th, the Flag being hoisted on beard the large and elegant 
ship “Corinthian,” lying at Capt. Myick’s wharf, and partly owned by our 
respectable friend Mr. Corner. The Rev. J. P. K. Henshaw was conducted thither 
in the custom-house barge, which the Surveyor of the port had politely permitted to 
be used for conveying the clergyman &c. on the last Sabbath, and which we were 
favoured with on that day: the four bargemen had then received $1 for their ser- 
vices, but being so much pleased with the exercises, at which they were present, 
they agreed thenceforth, to go gratuitously. Mr. Henshaw made a most im- 
pressive and appropriate address to the vast crowd assembled on the deck, and 
collected on the shore, from Matt. viii. 27, “ What manner of man is this, that even 
the winds and the sea obey him.” The greatest possible decorum and order pre- 
vailed. The multitude heard as for eternity; and it is to be hoped, that on the 
great day of account it will be found, that many who had made shipwreck of their 
hopes, were then rescued from ruin by the outstretched arm and powerful voice of 
Him who stilleth the raging of the sea. Twenty prayer books were obtained of 
the P. B. and Homily Society of Maryland, and used on the occasion ; and 80 of 
the Hownilies, in tracts, with the remainder of 1000 other tracts brought down last 
Sabbath, were distributed and joyfully received. 

On Sunday, June 22d, the Rev. Mr. Strong, a Presbyterian minister from Long! 
Island, preached in the sail loft, to a smaller congregation than usual, owing to the 
inclemency of the weather, from Ps. Ixxxix. 16. “ Blessed is the people that hear 
the joyful sound,” &c. Tracts were distributed as usual. 

On Sunday, June 29th, the Rev. Mr. Pieiffer, an Episcopal clergyman of Grace 
Church, delivered a discourse from Ps, Ixxxiv. 11. “ For the Lord God is a sun 
and shield,” &c. After the regular services had concluded, as it rained very hard, 
and many of the people were necessarily detained, the tract ‘ the Swearer’s prayer” 
was read, and commented on by Mr. P. and also several extracts from the last re- 
port of our Tract society were read; prayer was then addressed to the throne of 
grace by friend Creery, and the rain ceasing, we all departed in peace. 

From this statement you will observe, that the public devotional exercises are 
confined to the Sabbath afternoon only, and that we have not yet been favoured 
with week-day Bethel meetings, emphatically so called, when seamen meet on board 
some vessel, for the purpose of uniting in prayer and praise 

You will also remark, that from the want of some particular, stated preacher, 
individual cases of conviction, or those manifesting a deep concern for their souls’ 
welfare, cannot be followed up successfully, and the nail rivited in a sure place ; 
yct, itis gratifying, and conveys a cheering hope, to see many who attended the 
first meeting, still attending, and with apparently increasing interest. 

But, you will further notice, that we are not yet regularly organized ; and upon 
this subject we want information as to the best mode of proceeding. "lis contem- 
plated to form the association into a Union Seamens’ Bethel Society, embracing 
as its patrons, Christians of various religious denominations. ‘This, I believe, is 
the principle on which the New-York society is formed, a copy of the constitution 
of which I should be glad if you would procure for us; and also, that you would 
ascertain upon what terms 100 copies of the Seaman’s Magazine (separate from 
the Herald) could regularly be obtained for us, as it is a work eminently calcula- 
ted for utility. I am, dear Sir, sincerely yours. 

Ma. Rosert ARMSTRONG. SAMUEL YOUNG, 


SUMMARY. 


The Rey. Jouy Tavarr left this city latt Monday morning on his Western Tour. 
He will probably visit Newburgh, Hudson, Catskill, Albany, Cherryvalley Utica, 
Rome, Sherburn, Auburn, Geneva, Phelps, Rochester, Royalton, Buffalo, and 
many intermediate towns and villages, for the purpose of laying the claims of 
SEAMEN before that portion of the Christian public. May the Divine blessing fol- 
low him in his journey, and may he be instrumental in exciting many Christians to 
aid, by their prayers and contributions, in spreading the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
among destitute Sailors. 

The Treasurer of the “« New-York Bethel Union” acknowledges the receipt of 
Jive dollars, by the Rev. John Truair, from Ronertr Ravston, Esq. of Philadelphia, 
to constitute him a life member of that Institution. 

The Treasurer of the “ Society for promoting the Gospel among Seamen” ac- 
knowledges the receipt of twenty dollars, by the hands of the Rev. John Traair, 
from Rosert Rarston, Esq. of Philadelphia, as a donation to that society, 





